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We are really excited about seeing you come 
into secondary school next year. 

 

Here are some of our recommended books for 
P7 and S1 pupils. 

 

You can borrow them: 

From the public library; 

Using your online library account; 

From your local school library 

 

(to use your online account to request books, 
you will need your borrower number and PIN.  
If you don’t know them you can go along the 
public library or contact your nearest school 
library) 

 

 

 Email addresses on back of this booklet 



Free eResources 

 

 

Books to read and listen to on your device. 

 

Download one or both of these apps 

 

 

 

 

 

Register with Shetland Library as your local  
library. 

You will need your borrower number and PIN 
when you register. 

(contact public library or nearest school        
library for details) 

 

Borrow great books to read or listen to on 
your device.   

 

 



Dive beneath the waves with this spell-binding 
adventure of friendship, forgiveness and bravery, 
set on the shores of Papua New Guinea, perfect 
for fans of Katherine Rundell and Eva Ibbotson. 
 
"I want to be able to call the sharks. Teach me the 
magic and show me the ways." 

Blue Wing is desperate to become a shark caller, 
but instead she must befriend infuriating newcomer 
Maple, who arrives unexpectedly on Blue Wing's    
island. 
 
At first, the girls are too angry to share their     
secrets and become friends. But when the tide 
breathes the promise of treasure, they must     
journey together to the bottom of the ocean to 
brave the  deadliest shark of them all... 



Friendship forms in the midst of war between a 
young German boy and a Russian bomber-dog in 
this poignant and gripping  historical adventure. 

East Prussia, Germany, 1945. War is raging across 
Europe, and as Russian soldiers close in across   
eastern Germany, Bruno and his mother must flee if 
they hope to survive. In the chaos of the  attack, 
Bruno finds himself face to face with a huge black 
dog.   
He knows what she is: a weapon, strapped with    
explosives by the Russian army and sent into battle 
as an oblivious suicide bomber.  
 
But as Bruno’s world begins to crumble around him, 
he soon realises that she is just as scared and alone 
as he is. Faced with a perilous journey across      
war-torn Germany, will their bond be enough to 
keep them both alive? 



I'm not like the other children in my class . . . and 
that's an actual scientific FACT. 
 
Hi! My name is Abigail, and I'm autistic. But I   
didn't know I was autistic until I was an adult-sort
-of-person*. 
 
This is my true story of growing up in the         
confusing 'normal' world, all the while missing 
some Very Important Information about myself. 
 
There'll be scary moments involving toilets and 
crowded trains, heart-warming tales of cats and 
pianos, and funny memories including my dad and a 
mysterious tub of ice cream. Along the way you'll  
also find some Very Crucial Information about      
autism. 
 
If you've ever felt different, out of place, like you 
don't fit in . . . this book is for you.  



A search for treasure reveals the toxic            
consequences of modern life in this thrilling ad-
venture set against the backdrop of the world’s 
largest e-waste dump. 

 
Theo lives and works in Agbogbloshie in Ghana, a 
vast dumping ground for the world’s broken         
electronics. He spends his days scouring the trash 
for scraps of metal to sell for cash, while      
dreaming of  going to school and escaping this 
harsh life. The money Theo makes is barely enough 
to pay for lessons, so when Emmanuel turns up 
with talk of  buried treasure, Theo sees a chance 
to get out of Trashland. 

But Emmanuel’s presence draws the attention of a  
local gang, and Theo starts to wonder if his new 
friend is keeping dangerous secrets ... 



Seventh grader Jordan Banks loves nothing more 
than drawing cartoons about his life. But instead 
of sending him to the art school of his dreams, his     
parents enrol him in a prestigious private school 
known for its academics, where Jordan is one of 
the few kids of colour in his entire grade. 

As he makes the daily trip from his Washington 
Heights apartment to the upscale Riverdale    
Academy Day School, Jordan soon finds himself 
torn between two worlds—and not really fitting   
into either one. 

 Can Jordan learn to navigate his new school cul-
ture while keeping his neighbourhood friends and 
staying true to himself? 



Frankie knows she’s not like anyone else in her class: 
she’s different, but she can’t quite figure out why. Is it 
the new freckle on her nose, or the fact she’s small for 
her age? Or that she has to go to the hospital some-
times? Everyone else seems to think she’s weird too, 
and they make fun of her at school. 

Frankie’s dad left when she was a baby – maybe he 
was different too? It would explain why she always 
feels like an alien. So she and her best-friend Sam, 
embark on a mission to track him down. 



There are no polar bears left on Bear Island. At 
least, that’s what April’s father tells her when his 
scientific research takes them to this remote 
Arctic outpost for six months. But one endless 
summer night, April meets one. He is starving, 
lonely and a long way from home. Determined to 
save him, April begins the most important journey 
of her life…  



Omar and his brother Hassan, two Somali boys, 
have spent a long time in the Dadaab refugee 
camp. Separated from their mother, they are 
looked after by a friendly stranger. Life in the 
camp isn't always easy. The hunger is constant . . . 
but there's football to look forward to, and now 
there's a chance Omar will get to go to school . . . 
 
With a heart-wrenching fairytale ending, this    
incredible true story is brought to life by Victo-
ria's stunning illustrations. This book perfectly 
depicts life in a refugee camp for 8-12 year olds.  



 
Who is the mysterious bloodstained man who 
stops their coach? Why is no one around when 
Lance and the rest of Year Six arrive at the 
brand new Crater Lake activity centre? But this is 
just the beginning of the school trip from hell; a 
fight for survival that sees five pupils band       
together to save their classmates from an alien 
fate far worse than death.  

 

But whatever happens, they must Never. Ever. 
Fall asleep!  



When Maya and her classmates are asked to 
write a creepy story with a winter theme, they 
come up with some brilliant ideas. Rising       
floodwaters uncover long-buried bodies and 
ghostly children take to the ice on a frozen     
canal. But as each of the stories is read out in 
class, Maya grows more and more uncomfortable. 
She features in each of her friends' creepy    
tales and they start to feel a little too real. Fi-
nally, when a mysterious new girl stands up to 
read the last story of the day, the light outside 
dims and it starts to snow. The classroom starts 
to freeze but everyone is trapped. Can Maya 
stop the story before the nightmare comes 
true?  



Billy Plimpton is an eleven-year-old boy with 
a big dream. 

He wants to be a stand-up comedian when he 
grows up: delivering pinpoint punch-lines and   
having audiences hang on his every hilarious 
word. 

A tough career for anyone, but surely impossible 
for Billy, who has a stammer. How will he find 
his voice, if his voice won't let him speak? 

The idea for this story came from Helen      
Rutter's son, who has a stammer: she wanted to 
write the book that he would love to read,    
starring a child like him. 



Nancy's parents are acting weird. Their eyes 
are blank, they won't eat - it's like they're no 
longer themselves. Pete and Krish are obsessed 
with   unexplained phenomena and when they   
offer to help Nancy investigate, they're sure 
they can crack the case. But the deeper the 
trio dig, the darker the mystery gets ...    

  Crooked Oak is under attack from a dangerous 
foe, and they're the only ones who can stop it.  



Wry, witty and very funny diary-style story 
packed with doodles and comic strips about 
the frustration trickster god Loki feels at 
having to live trapped in the body of a weedy 
eleven-year-old boy. 
 
After one trick too many, Loki is banished to live 
on Earth as a "normal" school boy. Forbidden 
from   using his AWESOME godly powers, Loki 
must show moral improvement. As he records his 
lies THE TRUTH in his magical (judgemental)    
diary, it becomes clear Loki hasn’t a clue how to 
tell good from evil, trust from tricks, or friends 
from enemies.  



Matthew Henson was simply an ordinary man. 
That was, until Commander Robert E. Peary    
entered his life, and offered him a chance at 
true adventure. Henson would become navigator, 
craftsman, translator, and right-hand man on a 
treacherous journey to the North Pole. Defying 
the odds and the many prejudices that faced 
him to become a true pioneer. This is his         
incredible and often untold story. Particularly 
suitable for struggling, reluctant or dyslexic 
readers aged 8+  



Join Effie Kostas as she fights to become    
Student Council President in her new school. 
 
With a campaign team of loveable misfits, she 
tackles the truly important subjects: 

 gender imbalance 
 outdated school conventions... 
 and good-looking boys stealing the last slice 
of chocolate cake at lunchtime. 
 
A laugh-out-loud rallying call for switched-on 
kids everywhere. 



My name’s Archie Albright, and I know two things 
for certain: 
  
1. My mum and dad kind of hate each other, and 
they’re not doing a great job of pretending that 
they don’t anymore. 
  
2. They’re both keeping a secret from me, but I 
can’t figure out what. 
 
Things aren't going great for Archie Albright. His 
dad's acting weird, his mum too, and all he wants is 
for everything to go back to normal, to three 
months before when his parents were   happy and 
still lived together. When Archie sees a colourful, 
crumpled flyer fall out of Dad's pocket, he thinks 
he may have found the answer. Only problem? The 
answer might just lie at the end of the rainbow, an 
adventure away.  
 



When the lighthouse no longer shines, what else has 
the power to guide you to shore? 

 
 
Deryn’s father is the lighthouse keeper on        
Featherstone Island, keeping the lantern lit to     
protect passing boats from the treacherous rocky 
coastline. But when an emergency arises and Deryn is 
left alone to keep watch over the lighthouse, she 
finds herself in a terrible situation when the lamp 
runs out of oil during a wild storm. 

 
 



Twelve-year-old Matthew is trapped in his   
bedroom by crippling OCD, spending most of his 
time staring out of his window as the              
inhabitants of Chestnut Close go about their 
business. Until the day he is the last person to 
see his next door neighbour's toddler, Teddy, 
before he goes missing. Matthew must turn   
detective and unravel the mystery of Teddy's 
disappearance - with the help of a brilliant cast 
of supporting character  



 Raina wakes up one night with a terrible upset  
stomach. Her mom has one, too, so it's probably 
just a bug. Raina eventually returns to school, 
where she's dealing with the usual highs and lows: 
friends, not-friends, and classmates who think the 
school year is just one long gross-out session. 

It soon becomes clear that Raina's tummy trouble   
isn't going away... and it coincides with her worries 
about food, school, and changing friendships. 
What's going on? 



Marcus Rashford MBE is famous worldwide for 
his skills both on and off the pitch – but before 
he was a Manchester United and England     
footballer, and long before he started his       
inspiring campaign to end child food poverty, he 
was just an ordinary kid from Wythenshawe, 
South Manchester. Now the nation's favourite 
footballer wants to show YOU how to achieve 
your dreams, in this positive and  inspiring guide 
for life. 
 
Written with journalist Carl Anka, You Are a 
Champion is packed full of stories from Marcus’s 
own life, brilliant advice and top-tips from    
performance psychologist Katie Warriner. It 
will show you how to be the very BEST that you 
can be.  



Jelly, aged 11, is the life and soul of the classroom. 
She's popular and great at doing impressions. She's  
also overweight. She's learned to deal with the    
put-downs by brushing them off and pretending she 
finds it all very funny - while making up poems and 
writing her private worries in a notebook. 
 
Then Lennon arrives, Mum's new boyfriend. 
He's nice. He treats her mum well, buys her flow-
ers, doesn't let her down. He's the first person to 
have  noticed that Jelly is playing a part. He reads 
her poems and tells her they're really good. In fact, 
he'd like to set one to music. 
 
When a talent show is announced at school, Lennon 
persuades Jelly sing her poem in the contest. But 
can Jelly find the courage to perform something so 
personal - especially when Lennon might not always 
be there to cheer her on?  



Ella is the new girl at school. She doesn't know 
anyone and she doesn't have any friends. 

And she has a terrible secret. 

Ella can't believe her luck when Lydia, the most 
popular girl in school, decides to be her new best 
friend - but what does Lydia really want? And 
what does it all have to do with Molly, the quiet, 
shy girl who won't talk to  anyone? 

A gripping story of secrets, lies and friendship... 

 



Astrid has always done everything with her best 
friend Nicole. So when Astrid falls in love with 
roller derby and signs up for a summer camp, 
she's sure Nicole will be right by her side - until 
Nicole signs up for ballet camp  instead, with 
Astrid's biggest rival. So begins the hardest 
summer of Astrid's life, as she struggles to stay 
on her skates, to learn who she is without        
Nicole . . . and to find out what it takes to be a 
strong, tough, awesome roller girl.  



This book tells the stories of girls and boys from 
around the world and the challenges they have 
faced and overcome. 
 
It features over 29 tales of amazing young girls and 
boys who have achieved the unimaginable - from  
surviving a plane crash in the jungle to striking 
against climate change. There are tales of             
triumphing over illness and injury, and of overcoming 
bullying. Entries include Greta Thunberg, Boyan Slat 
and Phiona Mutesi, to name a few. 
 
Each incredible story is narrated in an exciting and 
engaging style, and is combined with visually stunning 
illustrations by Amy Blackwell. Children can lose 
themselves in the remarkable true-life tales of        
ingenuity, courage and commitment. 
 
Practical tips and skills accompany every entry, 
from how to deal with altitude sickness to how to be 
more green. They provide children with an exciting 
springboard and the confidence to apply the 
knowledge to their own life situations - now and in 
the future. 



Izzy and Asha need a space to call their own, 
away from difficult families, the Skull brothers 
and the trouble they bring. But the derelict 
building site where they stake their claim already 
belongs to something else, a  wilderness they nev-
er expected and an injured wolf that desperately 
needs their help. Can they reconnect to the wild 
and save the wolf? Or is their pack too weak to 
fight much stronger powers?  



Some people think that I’m a problem child, that 
I’m lazy and never pay attention in lessons. But the 
thing is, I’m not a problem child at all. I’m just a 
child with a problem. 
  
Felix is struggling at school. His ADHD makes it 
hard for him to concentrate and his grades are 
slipping. Everyone keeps telling him to try harder, 
but no one seems to understand just how hard he 
finds it. When Mum suggests Felix spends time 
with his grandfather, Felix can’t think of anything 
worse. Granddad hasn’t been the same since  
Grandma died. Plus he’s always trying to teach    
Felix boring chess. But sometimes the best lessons 
come in the most unexpected of places, and Grand-
dad soon shows Felix that there’s everything to 
play for.  



"The best children’s fiction book I’ve yet read about the 
Holocaust" - Tim Robertson, CEO Anne Frank Trust 

 
Summer 1945. The Second World War is finally over and 
Yossi, Leo and Mordecai are among three hundred children 
who arrive in the English Lake District. Having survived the 
horrors of the Nazi concentration camps, they've finally 
reached a place of safety and peace, where they can    
hopefully begin to recover. 

 
 
But Yossi is haunted by thoughts of his missing father and 
disturbed by terrible nightmares. As he waits desperately for 
news from home, he fears that Mordecai and Leo - the  
closest thing to family he has left - will move on without him. 
Will life by the beautiful Lake Windermere be enough to 
bring hope back into all their lives? 



In this compelling story of teenage rivalry and 
friendship, award-winning author Keith Gray    
captures the subtle agonies and reality of life 
growing up in a small town. 

 
Sully is the best climber in the village. He can 
scale the Twisted Sister’s tangled branches and 
clamber up Double Trunker with ease. But when 
new kid Nottingham shows up and astonishes   
everyone with his climbing skills, Sully’s status is 
under threat and there’s only one way to prove 
who’s best. Sully and Nottingham must race to 
climb the last unnamed tree. Whoever makes it to 
the top will become a legend. But something 
spiteful and   ugly has reared its head in Sully ... 
Is it worth losing everything just to reach the 
top? 



Anderson High School 

tanya.odie@shetland.gov.uk 

lynn.goodlad@shetland.gov.uk 

 

Aith Junior High School 

jane.spall@shetland.gov.uk 

 

Baltasound Junior High School 

karen.malone@shetland.gov.uk 

 

Brae High School 

sadie.simpson@shetland.gov.uk 

 

Mid Yell Junior High School 

tammie.fraser@shetland.gov.uk 

 

Sandwick Junior High School 

claire.smith3@shetland.gov.uk 

 

Whalsay Junior High School 

elizabeth.nisbet@shetland.gov.uk 


